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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on August 12, 2021. 
Mayor Marc Sirkin called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM. The meeting was 
video recorded and live-streamed on the City of Blue Ash YouTube Channel. 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Sirkin led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Councilman Jeff Capell, Councilwoman Jill Cole, Councilman Lee 
Czerwonka, Vice Mayor Pramod Jhaveri, Councilman Joe Leet, 
Councilwoman Katie Schneider, and Mayor Marc Sirkin 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, Clerk of 
Council Jamie Eifert, Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington, 
Treasurer Sherry Poppe, Police Chief Scott Noel, Fire Chief Chris 
Theders, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Parks & Recreation 
Director Brian Kruse, Executive Assistant Julie Kipper, 
Communications Coordinator Rachel Murray, Economic 
Development Director Neil Hensley and interested citizens 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to accept the agenda. A voice vote 
was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL – Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

5. MVRMA AWARDS PRESENTATION – Tom Judy, Executive Director of MVRMA 

6. PUBLIC HEARING – (Tabled at 7/8/21 Council Meeting) to consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit 
Development for a 48.9 acre mixed use development on the former east campus of the P&G site in the Blue 
Ash North Zoning District. (Ordinance No. 2021-03 – First Reading) 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of July 8, 2021 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

c. Mayor’s Report – JULY 2021 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for JULY 2021 

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Lee Czerwonka, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2021-35  Providing for amendments within the 2021 annual 
appropriation Resolution No. 2020-62 

2. Resolution No. 2021-36  Authorizing an economic development incentive agreement 
with Sugar Creek Packing Co. 

3. Resolution No. 2021-37   Approving a petition for special assessments for special 
energy improvement projects and its necessity 

4. Resolution No. 2021-38  Determining to proceed with the special energy 
improvement project 

5. Resolution No. 2021-39   Levying special assessments for the special energy 
improvement project 

6. Resolution No. 2021-40  Accepting the terms of the One Ohio Subdivision 
Settlement (National Opioid Settlement Agreement) 
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b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Katie Schneider, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2021-41  Authorizing a professional services contract for the rental 
and installation of a temporary ice rink at Summit Park 

c. Planning & Zoning Committee, Pramod Jhaveri, Chairperson 

1. Motion setting a public hearing for Thursday, September 23, 2021 at 7:05 p.m. to consider an 
application to designate the property at 4150 Hunt Road as a Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
District  

d. Public Works Committee, Joe Leet, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2021-42  Amending Resolution 2021-17 authorizing the City 
Manager to enter into a contract for the 2021 Paving 
Project 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

5. MVRMA AWARD PRESENTATIONS 

Tom Judy, the Executive Director of the Miami Valley Risk Management Association (MVRMA), 
gave a brief history and background of the organization, and presented two awards to Council. 
One award recognizes the City for an overall standard of excellence in risk management and the 
second award recognizes the police department for three consecutive years with zero losses. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING - Consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development for a 48.9 
acre mixed use development on the former east campus of the P&G site in the Blue Ash 
North Zoning District. (Ordinance No. 2021-03 – First Reading) 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to take the matter from the table. 
A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

The Clerk read Ordinance No. 2021-03 by title only for a first reading of the Ordinance.  

Mr. Steve Dragon provided a brief introduction and a summary of the applicant’s proposal for the 
property. 

  

He explained that Vandercar Holdings marketed the West campus, which was purchased by 
Ensemble Health partners in November 2018. The East campus site is currently being marketed 
for similar tenant opportunities with approximately 50 acres and about 400,000 sq. ft. of building 
space. He stated that there has been significant interest from potential buyers, however the 
buildings on the site are older with a significant amount of asbestos that must be abated, which 
makes it not feasible to re-tenant. Therefore, the solution will be to raze the buildings and market 
the site to new development. He noted that with this strategy, there has been a variety of 
interests in the frontage property from commercial mixed-use tenants including hotels, 
restaurants, and other commercial and retail services. He stated that his team has been in 
contact with a national developer based out of Indianapolis, Scannell Properties, and their 
interest in developing the eastern portion of the property. He introduced Noam Newman, 
Development Director, with Scannell Properties.  
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Mr. Newman provided a brief introduction and background on Scannell Properties He stated that 
it is clear the City sees this area as an employment corridor, and similarly, Scannell envisions a 
very high-end industrial campus generating high employment opportunities.  He provided some 
examples of higher end industrial products that Scannell has completed in other locations. 

  
He stated that in discussions with City staff, and real estate brokerage firms, it is very apparent 
that there is a high degree of interest for companies to occupy these types of industrial spaces in 
Blue Ash, however the City may be missing out on some potential opportunities because the 
spaces don’t exist, so potential businesses may go to the surrounding communities where these 
types of spaces already exist. He stated that the solution to this problem is speculative 
development, noting that Scannell Properties used to build exclusively only build-to-suit 
developments based on the customers’ needs, however their business model has shifted over 
the last six years to building about 20-30 million sq. ft. of speculative multi-use development 
throughout the country. One of the issues with this particular site is that the Blue Ash North 
Zoning District restricts warehousing uses to 50 percent of the total property area, which gives 
lenders quite a bit of pause on that type of broad restriction. He stated that they are asking that 
Council reconsider the zoning language and certain standards for this property to be more of an 
employment based standard to help generate the number of quality, high-paying jobs for this 
area. Mr. Newman concluded his presentation and offered the opportunity for any questions. 

Mayor Sirkin opened the floor for public comments. 

Peter Nord, 10527 Kenridge Drive, stated that he was the former president of a company here in 
Blue Ash. He commented that his company never had fifty percent of the land area dedicated to 
warehouse space. He added that in his opinion if a company has to have that much warehouse 
space, it is making a low value product that has to sit around for a while until someone decides 
to buy it.  He stated that in this era of just-in-time manufacturing, a company that has product, 
whether it is finished product, material and process or raw materials, in a warehouse is a waste 
of financial resources and he suggests that Blue Ash doesn’t need a company that will have fifty 
percent of space in warehouse. 

There being no further questions or comments from the public, Mayor Sirkin closed the floor for 
public comments. Mayor Sirkin asked if there were any questions or comments from Council.  

Councilman Leet stated that he used to work at the site when it was owned by Procter & Gamble. 
He asked if the utilities were separated when Ensemble Health Partners purchased the West 
Campus and if the tunnel between the two sites is still in existence.  
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In response to Councilman Leet’s questions, Mr. Dragon stated that the utilities were separated 
before the deal with Ensemble was finalized, and that the tunnel underneath Reed Hartman 
Highway between the two sites remains. Additionally, there is an agreement with Ensemble to 
open the tunnel to its employees in order for them to have easier access to the businesses and 
amenities once the East Campus development is completed.  

Councilman Capell stated that applying under a PUD allows the applicant the flexibility to ask for 
a variety of uses, however Council also has an equally broad latitude to reject or approve those 
uses.  

In response to Councilman Capell’s comments and questions, Mr. Dragon stated that the division 
of land uses is attractive to office and industrial uses and would support their business and 
employees with complementary retail, restaurant and entertainment uses. 

In response to Councilwoman Cole’s questions as to how employment numbers would be 
monitored or enforced, Mr. Waltz stated that it’s not typical from a zoning standard to have some 
sort of a performance standard for businesses, and there is no way to guarantee a company will 
produce a certain number of jobs. He stated that the code would need to be written as a vision of 
what will create more jobs. 

In response to Vice Mayor Jhaveri’s questions, Mr. Dragon stated that they cannot name specific 
users for public knowledge that have expressed an interest in the site, however they are 
attractive to Blue Ash from an employment perspective. 

Councilwoman Cole moved, Councilman Capell seconded to close the public hearing. 

The public hearing was declared closed at 7:32 P.M.  

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to approve the minutes of the 
regular meeting of July 8, 2021.  A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion 
carried. 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

c. Mayor's Report – July 2021 

RECEIPTS COLLECTED:…………………………………………………………………………………………………...$10,356.00 
 (Cash Book Total / Restitutions / Bond Surcharge / Bond Forfeitures / Bond Returned) 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
To the City of Blue Ash 
  (Fines / Costs / Sealing Fee / Bond Forfeitures / HCMC Fines)…………………………. ................ .$7,776.00 
To the State of Ohio:…………..………………………………………………………………… ..........…….$2,484.50 
To Hamilton County Municipal Court…………………………………………………………………… ... …….$85.50 
Refunds Issued / Overpayment………………...……………………………………………………… . …….. $287.96 
Bond Money returned ……………………………………………………………………………………… .….....$0.00 
Restitution payment……………………………………………………………………… ...........................   $10.00 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS………………………………………………………………………………………….…...$10,356.00 

TOTAL IN BOND ACCOUNT (not yet applied included in receipts collected)……………………………...$155.00 
Mayor’s Court traffic citations issued…………………………………………………………………… ......... ……..61 
Mayor’s Court Criminal / Building citations issued................................................................................... ............10 
Total Mayor’s Court citations issued ………………………………………………………… . ……………….….71 
Blue Ash Revenue from Mayor’s Court Cases:………………………………………………………………………...$7,756.50 

d Financial Report – July 2021 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to accept the Financial Report for 
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July 2021 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT FOR THE MONTH ENDING JULY 31, 2021 
MONTH TO DATE 2020 2021 

START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $56,962,019.67  $65,286,564.21 
Revenues:     
 Income Tax Collections: $3,605,096.64  $2,384,149.07  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $874,255.79  $1,040,995.82  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  $4,479,352.43  $3,425,144.89 
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Payments -  -  
 Short term Debt Payments $78,293.22  -  
 Other Expenditures: $3,243,478.11  $4,133,101.96  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  ($3,321,771.33)  ($4,133,101.96) 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $58,119,600.77  $64,578,607.14 

 
 

YEAR TO DATE 2020 2021 
START OF YEAR FUND BALANCE:   $52,589,517.28  $51,905,856.87 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $21,600,266.47  $24,236,824.87  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $10,148,932.32  $13,135,325.28  
 = Total YTD Receipts  $31,749,198.79  $37,372,150.15 
     
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Retirement $2,161,689.17  $2,127,255.76  
 Short term Debt Payments $78,293.22  $78,293.22  
 Other Expenditures: $23,979,132.91  $22,493,850.90  
 = Total YTD Expenditures:   $(26,219,115.30)   $(24,699,399.88) 
YEAR TO DATE FUND BALANCE:   $58,119,600.77  $64,578,607.14 
YTD Interest rec’d: (incl. in Other Rev.) $120,082.17  
 Receipt and expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers or advances.  

CITY OF BLUE ASH EARNINGS TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY FOR THE MONTH ENDING JULY 31, 2021 
MONTH TO DATE: 2020 2021 

 Business Net Profit $903,852.32  $152,356.56  
 Resident Net Profit $434,024.24  $38,025.58  
 Non-Resident Net Profit $109,547.17  $8,786.92  
 Subcontractor Net Profit $39,635.08  $2,926.80  

 Net Profit Total  $1,487,058.81  $202,095.86 
 Withholding $2,053,688.61  $2,121,254.82  
 Subcontractor Withholding $64,349.22  $60,798.39  

 Withholding Total  $2,118,037.83  $2,182,053.21 
 Monthly Collection Totals  $3,605,096.64  $2,384,149.07 -33.87% 
     
     

YEAR TO DATE: 2020 2021 
 Business Net Profit $3,377,036.15  $4,388,059.55  
 Resident Net Profit $1,128,137.56  $1,232,554.25  
 Non-Resident Net Profit $275,624.25  $237,685.27  
 Subcontractor Net Profit $174,529.65  $259,123.19  

 Net Profit Total  $4,955,327.61  $6,117,422.26 
 Withholding $16,225,975.27  $17,777,731.68  
 Subcontractor Withholding $418,963.59  $341,670.93  

 Withholding Total  $16,644,938.86  $18,119,402.61 
 YTD Collection Totals  $21,600,266.47  $24,236,824.87 12.21% 

      YTD Refund Totals  $801,615.24  $1,025,747.83 
 
9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

There were no comments from any citizens in attendance at the meeting. 
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Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 7:34 PM. 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing agenda 
items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the August 12th Council Meeting agenda.  

5. MVRMA Awards Presentation 

Tom Judy, the Executive Director for MVMRA, will present two awards. One award recognizes the City for overall 
standard of excellence in risk management and another award recognizes the police department for three 
consecutive years with zero losses. 

6.  PUBLIC HEARING – to consider approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development for a 48.9 acre 
mixed use development on the former east campus of the P&G site in the Blue Ash North Zoning District. 
(First reading) (TABLED at the 7/8/21 Council meeting) 

Reed Hartman Grooms Development LLC is seeking approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development for a 48.9 
acre mixed use development on the former east campus of the P&G site in the Blue Ash North Zoning District. 
The proposed site includes four industrial buildings on the east side of the property and areas along the Reed 
Hartman Highway frontage where the specific uses are undefined, but that would be either commercial or mixed-
use residential. A proposed new public road would connect Grooms Road and Reed Hartman Highway. 

A Concept Planned Unit Development approval is a zoning map amendment, which must be approved by 
Ordinance. Approval would allow the applicant to proceed with applications for Final Planned Unit Development 
plans for all or parts of the site. Planning Commission may approve final PUD applications on its own or may 
make a recommendation to City Council for consideration and approval. 

Planning Commission considered the proposed plan at its May 6, 2021 meeting and recommended denial. 
Because of the adverse recommendation, approval by Council would require a favorable vote of at least five 
members of Council. 

Please direct any questions related to this Ordinance to the Community Development Director. 

10.a.1.  Resolution No. 2021-35 – Providing for amendments within the 2021 annual appropriation 
Resolution No. 2020-62 

Resolution 2021-35 provides for the following 2021 budget amendments: 

- Appropriate additional $22,000 for unexpected HVAC unit replacements needed within Municipal & 
Safety Center and the Recreation Center. 

- An additional $500,000 in economic development incentives pending Council’s approval of Resolution 
2021-36. 

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services Director or related 
Department Director. 

10.a.2 Resolution No. 2021-36 – Authorizing the City Manager to enter into an economic development 
agreement with Sugar Creek Packing Company 

Sugar Creek Packing Co. is a diversified food manufacturer, with multiple locations in Blue Ash. The company 
plans to invest $12 million, renovating its existing Blue Ash facilities and constructing a new event center on 
Indeco Court. SugarCreek will create an additional 76 jobs by December 2026, increasing its annual payroll by 
$10 million, resulting in $125,000 in new annual earnings tax for the City of Blue Ash. This agreement will provide 
the company a $500,000 forgivable loan. 

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Economic Development Director. 

10.a.3 Resolution No. 2021-37 – approving special energy improvement project petition 

and 

10.a.4 Resolution No. 2021-38 – determining to proceed with the special energy improvement project 

and 

10.a.5 Resolution No. 2021-39 – levying special assessments for the special energy improvement 
project 

Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) is a borrowing mechanism, enabling commercial property owners to 
receive low-interest, long-term financing for energy-related upgrades in existing or new buildings through a self-
imposed property tax assessment. 

In 2015, Blue Ash established an Energy Special Improvement District (ESID) in order to offer this economic 
development tool. In 2019, the Blue Ash ESID was dissolved and Blue Ash joined the Suburban ESID which also 
includes Sycamore Township, Symmes Township, Loveland, Deer Park, Sharonville, and Springdale. 
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Currently there are PACE assessments on seven properties in Blue Ash. The funding was used to pay for energy 
savings improvements such as HVAC, boiler, lighting, roof, and façade upgrades as well as energy management 
systems. PACE funds may be used for renovations, as well as new construction when the project exceeds 
standard building code requirements. This improves energy and water efficiency and increases the resiliency of 
commercial buildings. 

Summit View Development, LLC and Blue Ash Rehab Real Estate Investors, LLC as the successor-in-interest 
have requested Blue Ash’s assistance with PACE financing to support the soon to be built 49,000 sqft, 40-bed 
rehabilitation facility at the Neighborhoods at Summit Park.  Its energy improvements include the acquisition, 
construction, installation, and equipping of LED interior and exterior lighting, roof and wall insulation, domestic 
hot water heater, HVAC system, low flow lavatories, and related improvements. 

With these improvements, the building qualifies for a $6.77M PACE loan to be repaid over 25 years through 
property tax assessments. The total construction cost of the project is estimated to be $29.6M.   

The City’s role is merely to levy the assessments, which are collected by the Hamilton County Treasurer. Once 
collected, the money is remitted to the City and the City then passes it onto the lender. The City is not providing 
any of the funding nor would the City have any liability if the assessment were to become delinquent. Further, the 
City is not pledging any of its revenues, nor its full faith and credit as part of the PACE financing. The PACE 
financing is fully supported by the levy and collection of the special assessments on the affected property. 

The City previously placed a TIF on the property to pay for the public infrastructure throughout the development. 
The PACE assessments are in addition to the TIF revenues and would not negatively impact the TIF unless 
property tax payments were to become delinquent in which case any payments made would be split equally 
between the TIF and the assessment. 

Please direct questions regarding these resolutions to the Assistant City Manager. 

10.a.6. Resolution No. 2021-40 – Accepting the terms of the One Ohio Subdivision Settlement 
(National Opioid Settlement Agreement) 

Council approved Resolution 2020-14 on February 27, 2020 authorizing the City Solicitor to accept the proposed 
OneOhio Memorandum of Understanding in an attempt to unify local government’s pursuit of joint damages 
against the opioid manufactures and distributors.  Since then a proposed settlement agreement has been 
reached. The City’s participation in the financial settlement requires Council’s approval of a modified OneOhio 
Memorandum of Understanding as well the authorization to execute the related participation agreement. 
Resolution 2021-40 provides for that approval and authorization.  

The amount of potential settlement funds to the City of Blue Ash is dependent on the participation levels of all 
Ohio cities and counties. Current estimates range from $120K and up to $170K assuming participation incentive 
levels are reached.  

A summary of the proposed settlement is included in Council’s agenda packet. 

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the City Solicitor. 

10.b.1. Resolution No. 2021-41 – Rental and installation of a temporary ice rink at Summit Park 

Resolution No. 2021-41 authorizes a professional services agreement with Ice Rink Events for a project amount 
of $145,000 to supply and install a temporary ice rink under the glass canopy at Summit Park.  

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

10.c.1. Motion setting a public hearing for Thursday, October 14, 2021 at 7:05 p.m. to consider an 
application to designate the property at 4150 Hunt Road as a Planned Unit Development (PUD) District 

Andrew Greene of TLM Realty Corp. is seeking approval of a Concept Planned Unit Development for a 7.8 acre 
parcel at 4150 Hunt Road in the Blue Ash South Zoning District. The current site contains one building that 
houses Kohl’s, Big Lots, and a vacant retail space. The PUD proposes to demolish an unused portion of the 
existing building and reconfigure site access drives and the parking area to accommodate two drive-through 
restaurants. It also specifically seeks approval for an additional ground sign and a reduced bufferyard adjacent to 
Hunt Road. This is proposed to be in conjunction with the reconfiguration of Hunt and Plainfield Roads as a result 
of the roundabout project. 

A Concept Planned Unit Development approval is a zoning map amendment, which must be approved by 
Ordinance. Approval would allow the applicant to proceed with applications for Final Planned Unit Development 
plans for all or parts of the site. Planning Commission may approve final PUD applications on its own or may 
make a recommendation to City Council for consideration and approval. 

Planning Commission considered the proposed plan at its August 5, 2021 meeting and recommended approval 
with conditions. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

10.d.1. Resolution No. 2021-42 – Amending Resolution No. 2021-17 authorizing the City Manager to 
enter into a contract for the 2021 Paving Program for the unit prices as shown on the attached bid 
summary 

The Public Works Department is requesting approval of a change order for the 2021 Paving Program to include 
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line items 519 – Patching Concrete Structures and 301 - Asphalt Base Course at a cost not to exceed 
$29,150.00.  

Line item 519 – Patching Concrete Structures is used after delaminated and deteriorating areas have been 
located and removed from the service of the bridge deck to structurally restore the damaged area, prior to 
applying the waterproofing. Line item – 301 Asphalt Base Course will be applied at a thickness of 6 inches on top 
of the subgrade fill to bring the excavated area back to its original elevation and is essential to deter settling from 
motor vehicle traffic. 

Please direct any questions regarding this Resolution to the Public Works Director. 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Lee Czerwonka, Chairperson 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2021-35 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-35 

PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENTS WITHIN THE 2021 ANNUAL 
APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION NO. 2020-62 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilman Leet seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2021-35.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Capell, Leet, Vice Mayor 
Jhaveri, Councilpersons Schneider, Cole, Czerwonka, and Mayor Sirkin voted. Seven yeses. 
Resolution No. 2021-35 passed. 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2021-36 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-36 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH SUGAR CREEK PACKING CO. 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2021-36.  

Councilman Capell commented that overall he likes the project, but he feels that in the last 
couple years the City is going too far on the incentives given to businesses and the amounts are 
increasing. 

Mayor Sirkin stated that the last couple of years have been a little unusual, and that the City is 
dealing with the realities of the business and economic struggles of a pandemic. 

Mr. Waltz added that typically these incentive deals are more like two-year deals, but those are 
often for short term lease-in-place agreements. Lately, the incentive deals that have been 
approved are with companies that are buying and investing in Blue Ash for the long term, so the 
City gets more value and benefit from a company that has a more permanent presence in the 
City. In this particular incentive with Sugarcreek, the company is investing in the City for the long 
term by expanding their existing business campus on Indeco Drive.  

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, Leet, 
Schneider, Cole, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Councilman Capell voted no. Six 
yeses. One no. Resolution No. 2021-36 passed. 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2021-37 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-37 

APPROVING A PETITION FOR SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS FOR SPECIAL 
ENERGY IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS UNDER OHIO REVISED CODE 
CHAPTER 1710 AND PLANS FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND 
APPROVING THE NECESSITY OF ACQUIRING, CONSTRUCTING, AND 
IMPROVING CERTAIN PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF 
BLUE ASH, OHIO IN COOPERATION WITH THE SUBURBAN 
COMMUNITIES ENERGY SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilman Capell seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2021-37.  
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Councilman Capell stated that there is no cost or risk to the City. 

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons 
Cole, Schneider, Czerwonka, Capell, Leet, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution 
No. 2021-37 passed. 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2021-38 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-38 

DETERMINING TO PROCEED WITH THE ACQUISITION, 
CONSTRUCTION, AND IMPROVEMENT OF CERTAIN PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF BLUE ASH, OHIO IN 
COOPERATION WITH THE SUBURBAN COMMUNITIES ENERGY 
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2021-38.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons 
Schneider, Czerwonka, Leet, Cole, Capell, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution 
No. 2021-38 passed. 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2021-39 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-39 

AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BY 
AND AMONG THE CITY, THE BLUE ASH, DEER PARK, LOVELAND, 
SHARONVILLE, SPRINGDALE, SYCAMORE TOWNSHIP, SYMMES 
TOWNSHIP ENERGY SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, INC., 
D/B/A SUBURBAN COMMUNITIES ENERGY SPECIAL 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, INC., PETROS PACE FINANCE TITLING 
TRUST, AND THE OWNER, PROVIDING FOR THE FINANCING OF 
SPECIAL ENERGY IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS IN THE CITY OF BLUE 
ASH, OHIO; AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 
AGREEMENTS BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY, THE TREASURER OF 
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO, THE OWNER, THE PURCHASER, 
PETROS PACE FINANCE TITLING TRUST, AND THE BLUE ASH, DEER 
PARK, LOVELAND, SHARONVILLE, SPRINGDALE, SYCAMORE 
TOWNSHIP, SYMMES TOWNSHIP ENERGY SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT, INC., D/B/A SUBURBAN COMMUNITIES ENERGY 
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, INC.; AND LEVYING SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENTS FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACQUIRING, 
CONSTRUCTING, AND IMPROVING CERTAIN PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF BLUE ASH, OHIO IN 
COOPERATION WITH THE SUBURBAN COMMUNITIES ENERGY 
SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, INC.  

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilman Capell seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2021-39.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Schneider, Capell, 
Czerwonka, Leet, Cole, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution 
No. 2021-39 passed. 

Councilman Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2021-40 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-40 

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE MATERIAL TERMS OF THE ONEOHIO 
SUBDIVISION SETTLEMENT PURSUANT TO THE ONEOHIO 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING CONSISTENT WITH THE 
TERMS OF THE JULY 21, 2021 NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT AND TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY SOLICITOR AND/OR 
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CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE RELATED PARTICIPATION 
AGREEMENT 

Councilman Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2021-40.  

In response to Mayor Sirkin’s question, Mr. Waltz stated that it is possible that the City may utilize 
the settlement funds by making contributions to a regional effort and/or may be contributing the 
City’s share of something in which the Police Department may participate in. 

There being no additional discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Cole, Schneider, 
Capell, Leet, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilman Czerwonka, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven 
yeses. Resolution No. 2021-40 passed. 

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Katie Schneider, Chairperson 

Councilwoman Schneider asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2021-41 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-41 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR THE RENTAL AND 
INSTALLATION OF A TEMPORARY ICE RINK AT SUMMIT PARK 

Councilwoman Schneider moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2021-
41  

In response to Councilwoman Cole’s question, Mr. Kruse stated that this agreement is the same 
time frame as last year for a total of 48 days of operation, which is reduced from previous years 
in an effort to save costs.  

Councilman Capell stated that as he has done in prior years, he will be voting against this item. 
He commented that he does not think the City should be subsidizing an ice rink when it is already 
offered elsewhere, and that with the pandemic last year, the ice rink was open for a limited 
number of days and hours with restrictions on the number of patrons due to mask mandates and 
social distancing requirements. He added that with the recent rise of Covid cases, King Fauci is 
talking about mask mandates again, and that this year’s revenue performance for the ice rink 
would be just as bad as last year. 

Councilman Leet stated that the ice rink brings a lot of smiles and joy to Blue Ash families and 
visitors alike, and it is a good thing for Blue Ash. He added that the City is not in the business of 
making a profit from entertainment. 

Councilwoman Cole stated that the ice rink brings a lot of patrons to the restaurants and 
businesses in and around Summit Park, which helps boost the economy in a time of year when 
there isn’t a lot of activity in the Park. 

Mr. Waltz stated that the objective of the program is to provide a community oriented activity 
where people can gather and enjoy the amenities of the park, with the intent that it will help 
contribute to the energy at the park.  

Councilman Czerwonka stated that many services provided by the City, such as police, fire, parks, 
and other amenities are subsidized, but they are also the reasons why people want to live in Blue 
Ash. 

After some additional discussion among Council, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Leet, 
Cole, Czerwonka, Schneider, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Councilman Capell 
voted no. Six yeses. One no. Resolution No. 2021-41 passed. 

c. Planning & Zoning Committee, Pramod Jhaveri, Chairperson 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to set a Public Hearing for Thursday, 
September 23, 2021 at 7:05 p.m. to consider an application to designate the property at 4150 
Hunt Road as a Planned Unit Development (PUD) District. 

A voice vote was taken.  All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

d. Public Works Committee, Joe Leet, Chairperson 
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Councilman Leet asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2021-42 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-42 

AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2021-17 AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE 2021 PAVING 
PROGRAM FOR THE UNIT PRICES AS SHOWN ON THE ATTACHED 
BID SUMMARY 

Councilman Leet moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2021-42.  

Mr. Perry explained that the bridge at Carver Road and Anderson Way required some additional 
line items to complete the project. 

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons 
Schneider, Capell, Cole, Czerwonka, Leet, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution 
No. 2021-42 passed. 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Waltz reported that staff has had meetings with the design team for the Towne Square 
project and they expect to provide an update to Council at one of the meetings in September. He 
stated that the HAM-Plainfield Roundabout Project is well underway and the demolition of the 
Speedway station has started, and the Duke Gas Pipeline Project continues as well. 

Mr. Perry stated that the Roundabout Project is progressing with the demolition of the Speedway 
and Marathon gas stations. The Speedway station demolition is underway, the utility relocation 
continues, and the road construction is scheduled to begin in September. He reported that the 
storm sewer drainage pipe that collapsed has been repaired and crews are finishing up the final 
site restoration work, which should be completed in the next few weeks.   

Mr. Kruse reported that the Cincinnati opera shows were a great success, and a great way to 
highlight Summit Park. He stated that every show was sold out, and he greatly appreciates the 
support from the police, fire, facilities maintenance and other departments that contributed to 
the success of the program. He reminded everyone that the BAMSO concert will be at Towne 
Square this Sunday, August 15th starting at 7:00 P.M. 

Mr. Hensley reported that several local businesses have reached out to the City to assist with 
their hiring efforts. The City will be hosting a job fair for local businesses at Cooper Creek Event 
Center on Thursday, September 9th. There will be 25 spaces available, and several local 
employers have already committed to participating in the event. Additional details will be 
announced soon. 

Mr. Waltz noted that some full-time Recreation Staff members will be covering some of the 
lifeguard shifts at the pool as many of the part-time lifeguards are going back to school. 

Mr. Pacheco congratulated the City on the loss prevention and risk management awards 
presented by MVRMA. As the chief legal advisor for the City, he stated he is extremely proud of 
the efforts of all the City’s frontline employees and management staff for promoting and 
providing a safe work environment. 

Councilman Czerwonka concurred with Mr. Pacheco and stated that the City Manager has 
instilled a proactive culture on safety. He reported that the Cincinnati Opera performances were 
great.  He received many compliments about the program from his friends and neighbors, and 
hopes it will return next year.  

Councilwoman Cole and Vice Mayor Jhaveri expressed their compliments on the opera program 
at Summit Park, and hopes it will return in the future. 

Mayor Sirkin concurred that the Parks & Recreation events and programming have been great 
this year. He thanked the Fire Department for allowing him to spend part of a shift with them. He 
stated that he learned a lot and enjoyed the experience. He thanked Ms. Harrington for her 



BLUE ASH CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

August 12, 2021 
 
 
 
Page 12 

efforts in setting up the NAMI event that will take place on September 14th at 7:00 P.M. at the 
North Fire Station. The event is free and open to the community and he encouraged everyone to 
attend the event.  

12. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilwoman Cole moved, Councilman 
Czerwonka seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. The 
Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:12 PM. 
 
 

______________________________________ 
Marc Sirkin, Mayor 

 
 
_________________________________________ 
Jamie K. Eifert, Clerk of Council 
 
 
MINUTES RECORDED AND WRITTEN BY: 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Julie Kipper, Executive Assistant 


